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" You love me because you are grateful to me?"

" No, I don't. I love you because you are the
most wonderful person that I have ever met, and
because you are more than my guardian."

He shook his head.

44 It would be a shame to take advantage of you,
my sweet; it is just that you have met so few
people. Nothing more/'

She knelt down beside his chair and put her
arms on his. "Charles dear, do listen to me.
Please listen to me and bear with me. I know
my own mind, and this isn't because I have met
so few people, it is because you yourself are such
a lovely person, nobody could ever be dearer. 1
suppose you think this is awful of me, but it is
something I have wanted to tell you for so long!
Ages. Now I'm telling you."

w I've wanted to tell you how much I love you,
too, only I didn't dare. It did not seem fair on
you."

" Trying to be fair we've been horribly imfair
on one another."

He leaned forward and kissed her. He had
kissed her forehead often, briefly, as though he
disliked it, because he had told himself that he
must not linger. Now he could linger, and he
could touch her mouth.

Outside on the sharp frosty gravel they could
hear the steady sludge of small feet from tbe
village and the piping start of a caroL

God rest ye meny, g
Let nothing ye dismay,
Remember Christ your Saviotu
Was born on Christmas Day.